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Jeannie Motherwell

Artist’s Statement

Recent Work
“In Jeannie's work, which combines painting with photographs . . . there is play between shadow and light, water and boats, doorways and windows, that sometimes shows a glimpse of what might be Provincetown harbor, but more often is an obscure, sunlight-suffused window into a world that we can't quite see. Almost always, the work feels hopeful, as if there were something beyond those windows, as if perhaps there is a person inside hiding who is now ready to come out.” —Peter Alson, Author

"My recent work is both complex and subtle, straddling images of abstraction with reality. Often combining collage, digital photography, and acrylic paint, much of the imagery in my work is influenced by the Province Lands, beyond Provincetown, where I have summered most of my life. In 2006, I began a series of paintings and collages entitled “Patricia Marie” –-an homage to a fishing vessel which sank in the mid 1970’s during my first winter in Provincetown.  It was a very reflective time for me having recently graduated from college.  Searching for a voice in painting --my home in P'town seemed like a good place to find it.  I was acquainted with several of Patricia Marie's crew, all of whom perished, and I have been moved to commemorate 30 years since their passing." —Jeannie Motherwell, Cambridge, MA 2007
Biography

Born and raised in New York City, Jeannie Motherwell inherited a love of painting from her father and stepmother, both professional artists. She studied art at Bard College and the Art Student's League in New York. Motherwell continued painting after college, but in the late 1980's took a hiatus, during which time she became active in arts education at the Bruce Museum in Greenwich, CT. In 1998, Motherwell relocated to Cambridge, MA having returned to painting full-time. She currently exhibits at the Lyman-Eyer Gallery in Provincetown, MA, where she summered much of her life. She works at Boston University for the Arts Administration Graduate Program. Motherwell also serves on the Public Art Commission advisory committee for the Cambridge Arts Council. 

Critiques

"Ms. Motherwell's pictures portray an obscure, sunlight-suffused world that cannot quite be seen. The text, appropriated from conversations with friends and colleagues, their poetry, and sometimes literary excerpts, makes the play both psychological and visual. The work is almost always hopeful, as if there were something beyond the windows, like a person inside hiding who is now ready to come out."—Peter Alson, Author
"In each of her works there's nearly as much that you can identify as you can't—the abstract and the figurative coexist matter-of-factly, like a shaman conversing with a ghost."—Christopher Millis, Editor, artsMEDIA Magazine
". . . the art itself is poetic and quietly works on many levels."—Necee Regis, Artist/Writer
"Ms. Motherwell's collages speak to the heart, the spirit, and the mind—at several levels."—Dan Cooper, Writer
"Jeannie Motherwell's collages depict introspective daydreams of belonging and separation. Their paper-and-paint reality expresses the joy that their creation holds for her. Her shadowed-box world is inhabited by the things and feelings we all know or sense. That's the private connection she shares with us."—Richard Harrington, Artist
"Her face-sized paintings are a type of portrait, a sketch of an emotion from daily life. The skin of a person in her paintings is replaced by whorling gestures repeated in the brushwork, like shadows on a face...there is a snippet of sense that organizes the elements into a coherent whole."—Christopher Busa, Editor, Provincetown Arts
"Jeannie Motherwell, a longtime practitioner of collage, has with her new work gotten back to her roots: painting. The new series of small images, inspired by a catalogue of work by her stepmother that were titled after Provincetown locations, is her most painterly to date."—Brenner Thomas, Editor, The Seen and the Unseen, Jeannie Motherwell and Deborah Barlow Show New Work, Provincetown Magazine 
"In the work of Jeannie Motherwell, whose exhilarating, brilliantly inventive “Windows” and “Rosetta” series of collages opens tomorrow at the Lyman-Eyer Gallery, abstract design is suffused with realistic imagery in what can only be described as a visually poetic revelation of artistic intent."—Stuard Derrick, Portrait of an Artist: Jeannie Motherwell, Provincetown Magazine
"Jeannie Motherwell spends each day working alone in her studio on Pemberton Street in North Cambridge. Every day, the artist sits down and composes acrylic paint, photo snapshots, torn pictures and snippets of conversation into intensely personal shadowbox Giclee prints. Motherwell hopes her art also expresses something meaningful to others."—David Ortiz, Peek Behind the Painting, Cambridge Tab
