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Patricia Marie
In 2006, I began a series of paintings and collages entitled "Patricia Marie" — an homage to a fishing vessel which sank in the mid 1970's during my first winter in Provincetown. It was a very reflective time for me having recently graduated from college. I was searching for a voice in painting and my home in P'town seemed like a good place to find it. I was acquainted with several of Patricia Marie's crew, all of whom perished, and I have been moved to commemorate 30 years since their passing:

 

I was riding my bike to the bike trails when i passed the Foc'sle bar where Bobby Zawaluk, a young crewman from the boat, ushered me in for a drink.  it was 10:30 in the morning but that doesn't mean diddly to a fisherman as they have their own wings for feet and their own sense of time.  i told him I'd join him for a coke instead.  Disappointed, he pulled out this HUGE wad of 100 dollar bills that was fatter than a man's fist.  He said, "here i make all this money and i can't even give it away."  the next day he was gone.  no Bobby, no body, and later...the only thing that washed up on shore was his wallet!  (His body was eventually found).  for the first time in my life, i had subject matter to paint about that was my own and not Helen's or Dad's.  It was such a pivotal time for me.  There were 3 men on board whom i got to know during the 2 winters i was there [p'town].  it was the first time i was recognized as a peer by the town rather than just another "summer resident east ender".
 


—Jeannie Motherwell, Cambridge, MA 2007 

