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A Q&A with Deborah Barlow:

 An Owner’s Guide to Multi Media Paintings

What are the materials that you use? 
These works are called “mixed media” and are created using a variety of materials applied in layers. A typical work consists of multiple layers of acrylic paint followed by layers of oil and/or wax. Other materials used include rice paper, ink, pastels, foil, metallic pigments and silk.  The typical foundations I use are canvas, wood or paper.  

How should the work be handled?
All paintings have an oil or wax finish, so the surface can be touched without being damaged. The edges are the most fragile element, so care should be taken to protect them.

The works on paper are quite flexible. With many layers of acrylic-based media applied to the surface of the paper, the paintings on paper take on the quality of a tanned hide or skin. They can be rolled up for shipping or storage, but should only be handled at room temperature. If the painting gets below 65 degrees, the surface loses its flexibility and can become brittle.

How should the work be cleaned?
Paintings can be cleaned with a dry or slightly damp cloth. Do not use cleaning solvents. Plain water should work fine.

What is the expected life span?
Because the final layers of the works are oil, these pieces have the life span of a typical oil painting. The other materials incorporated (such as paper and silk) have been imbedded within layers of acrylic media and are impervious.

(On a more personal note: I have been using these materials for nearly 30 years and have first hand experience with their long lasting qualities. I have run them through my own set of durability tests including exposure to sunlight and the wear and tear of foot traffic on the floor of my studio. They passed with flying colors!)

What are the recommended options for framing?
The most popular framing technique is a “floater” frame, where the artwork is placed on a platform surrounded by a simple wooden frame. 

Another option is to mount the painting from a wooden batten attached at the top back of the painting. In this manner, the painting floats on the wall without a frame.

What about mounting under glass?
I do not recommend glass over the works because it becomes difficult to fully experience the surface of the painting. Glass is typically only used for works that are fragile or need to be protected.

